Town Manager Brief — May 2025

Community Hall Fundraising Update We’re building a 200-person Community Hall at Longboat Key’s Town Center
Green, enhancing space for events, learning, and hurricane recovery. This project is part of the new Sarasota County
Library, supported by a $11 million County contribution. We're thrilled to announce that, with the support of our
generous community, we have pledged $2.65 toward our goal of $3.5 million for the new Community Hall — more than
75% of the way there! To learn more, visit www.longboatkey.org or contact Town Manager Howard Tipton at
htipton@longboatkey.org or (941) 316-8711.
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Begins May 1st! Sea turtle nesting season begins May 15t and ends October 315t each
year. Please remember that if your property is visible from the beach to turn off, block, or use turtle-friendly lighting
and fixtures. If you go to the beach, please bring your furniture and recreational equipment off the beach at nighttime.
Learn more at www.longboatkey.org
Town of Longboat Key and FDOT Access Management Meeting — Broadway Roundabout and Complete Street
Project. An open-house community meeting will be held Thursday, May 1, 2025, from 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Town
Commission Chambers, 501 Bay Isles Road. The Town and FDOT are planning improvements at Gulf of Mexico Drive
and Broadway Street to enhance pedestrian safety, add a multi-use trail and buffered bike lane, boost resiliency, and
incorporate Complete Streets elements. This is the first phase of the Town’s Complete Streets vision for Gulf of Mexico
Drive. Staff will be available to share project details, timelines, and answer questions.
The Town has transitioned to a new online permitting system, Accela! All new Building, Planning, Zoning, Fire
Prevention permits, and Code Enforcement complaints can now be submitted online 24/7 through Accela at http://aca-
prod.accela.com/LONGBOAT. Please contact us at permitdesk@longboatkey.org or by phone at 941-316-1966 for
further assistance.
2025 Virtual Hurricane Program with Emergency Manager and Fire Chief Paul Dezzi. Join us on Thursday, May
8, from 10:00 — 11:00 AM via Microsoft Teams as Chief Paul Dezzi shares important tips to help our community
prepare for hurricane season. Learn what to do before, during, and after a storm. Microsoft Teams Meeting ID: 242
90 889 7071 | Passcode: tt7FJ3Tp
The Fiscal Year 2025-2026 (FY26) Budget Process will begin on May 19, 2025, at 10:00 AM Residents are
encouraged to attend the Town Commission’s budget meetings to see how tax dollars are allocated. Leading up to
this, the Town held an April 7 Goals & Objectives Workshop and reviewed the Citizens Survey results at the Regular
Meeting. At the April 21 Strategic Planning Retreat, Commissioners set project priorities for FY26. Now, efforts focus
on securing funding for these initiatives.
The Gulf of Mexico Drive, Country Club Shores Turn Lane Project Continues. Construction is in progress as a
design modification for the concrete medians is being reviewed by FDOT. The Town’s consultant, DMK Associates, is
developing responses back to FDOT. Superior Asphalt, Inc. has performed survey work, installed concrete barriers
and temporary pavement markings, has removed the conflicting striping for the project limits, and performed tree and
shrub trimming. Superior is and will continue to import stabilized material, to be followed by base rock through the
week of May 5th.
Utilities Undergrounding Project All known electrical service conversions for the project are complete. The focus is
now on converting the remaining final feeder lines and riser drops within Phases 3 and 4. Wilco has repaired all
damaged streetlights and poles and have completed the installation of remaining Phase 4 neighborhood streetlights.
Wilco has also started installing new backlit street name signs and will begin installing new light poles along the multi-
use trail on the east side of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Meanwhile, FPL is working on removing all existing electrical poles
as utility equipment is decommissioned.
Upcoming Public Meetings & Events
May 5, 2025 — 11:00 AM — Town Commission Special Workshop (Meet and Greet)
May 5, 2025 — 1:00 PM — Town Commission Regular Meeting
May 7, 2025 — 1:30 PM — Town Commission Joint Meeting (Manatee County)
May 13, 2025 — 3:00 PM — Let’s Talk Longboat at Bayfront Park - 4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive
May 19, 2025 - 10:00 AM — Town Commission Special Workshop (Budget)
May 19, 2025 — 1:00 PM — Town Commission Regular Workshop

¢ May 26, 2025 — Memorial Day - Town Offices Closed
Fast Fact: Female sea turtles return to the same beaches where they were born to lay their eggs, with some traveling
over 1,000 miles to do so! Meanwhile, the males are still out there... probably lost, refusing to ask for directions...
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