
 
Community Hall Fundraising Nears Completion We are constructing a 200-person Community Hall at the Town 
Center Green, enhancing space for events, learning, and hurricane recovery. This project is part of the new Sarasota 
County Library, supported by an $11 million County contribution. A final fundraising push is underway ahead of a key 
meeting with Sarasota County on June 4. To learn more or make a pledge, visit www.longboatkey.org or contact Town 
Manager Howard Tipton at htipton@longboatkey.org or (941) 316-8711. 

Hurricane Season Begins June 1 – Be Prepared! The 2025 hurricane season starts June 1. If you missed the Virtual 
Hurricane Preparedness Program with Emergency Manager and Fire Chief Paul Dezzi on May 8, you can watch the 
recording on the Town's website: www.longboatkey.org  

Utilities Undergrounding Project Nears Completion All electrical conversions are now complete for all four (4) 
project phases!  The Town will host a “last pole” removal celebration as noted below. Wilco is now actively installing 
new backlit street name signs, and that work should be nearly complete within the next three (3) weeks. Upon design 
and permitting, Wilco will begin installing new light poles along the multi-use trail on the east side of Gulf of Mexico 
Drive. FPL’s contractor, Irby Construction, is in the process of removing all remaining electrical wires and poles. 

Farewell to the Final Pole! Join us on June 23 at 9:00 a.m. to celebrate the removal of the “last pole” of the Utilities 
Undergrounding Project. The event will take place in front of the Public Safety Complex at 5460 Gulf of Mexico Drive. 

The Fiscal Year 2025-2026 (FY26) Budget Process continues June 23 at 10:30 am.  The Town Commission will 
hold its second Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Workshop on June 23 at 10:30 a.m. Residents are encouraged to attend and 
learn how their tax dollars are allocated. 

Fertilizer Ban in Effect June 1 – September 30.  To protect our waterways, the use of fertilizers containing nitrogen 
or phosphorus is prohibited from June 1 through September 30. During this period, at least 50% slow-release fertilizer 
is required. Stormwater runoff during the rainy season can wash fertilizers into Sarasota Bay and the Gulf, causing 
harmful algal blooms like red tide. For more information, refer to Town Code Chapter 102 on Fertilizer Management. 

Sea Turtle Nesting Season Underway Beachfront lights now glow red or yellow to protect nesting and hatching turtles. 
Dogs are not allowed on Longboat Key beaches—only leashed, trained service animals are permitted. (note: therapy 
and emotional support animals are not included under this exception).  Even well-behaved pets can disturb wildlife and 
disrupt nesting. Please remove beach furniture, fill holes, and leave only your footprints. Learn more at 
www.longboatkey.org. 

The Gulf of Mexico Drive, Country Club Shores Turn Lane Project - Construction continues to progress as the 
design modification for shortening the concrete medians was verbally approved by FDOT. Superior Asphalt, Inc. is 
installing the stabilized sub-base, to be followed by base rock through early June. Looking ahead, embankment and 
swale work, additional tree removal and the installation of a drainage structure and piping are expected construction 
activities throughout June. 
Upcoming Public Meetings & Events 
• June 9, 2025 – 1:00 PM – Town Commission Regular Meeting 
• June 17, 2025 – 9:15 AM – Planning and Zoning Board Meeting 
• June 17, 2025 – 3:00 PM – Let’s Talk Longboat at Bayfront Park - 4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
• June 23, 2025 – 10:30 AM – Town Commission Special Workshop (Budget) 
• June 27, 2025 – 10:00 AM – Town Commission Regular Meeting 

Fast Fact: Mote Marine Laboratory and Longboat Key Turtle Watch host free public turtle walks every Saturday in 
June and July at 6:45 a.m. To join, meet at the public beach access at 4795 Gulf of Mexico Drive.  
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