
 
 

 

 

Community Hall Fundraising Nears Completion We are constructing a 200-person Community Hall at the Town 
Center Green, enhancing space for events, learning, and hurricane recovery. This project is part of the new Sarasota 
County Library, supported by an $11 million County contribution. A final fundraising push is underway ahead of a key 
meeting with Sarasota County on June 4. To learn more or make a pledge, visit www.longboatkey.org or contact Town 
Manager Howard Tipton at htipton@longboatkey.org or (941) 316-8711. 

 
September is Florida Dept of Emergency Management’s Disaster Preparedness Month! 

Pre-Storm Sandbag Operation – September 4 
To help residents prepare for any storms this hurricane season, the Town will host Pre-Storm Sandbag Operations at 
Broadway Beach Access on September 4, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Our Public Works team will assist residents 
and businesses with sandbag filling during each event. These sandbags are available to Longboat Key residents, 
property owners, and local businesses to help address potential flooding. Proof of residency such as a driver’s license 
or utility bill is required to obtain bags. There is a limit of 10 bags per household, though residents may bring their own 
empty bags if additional sandbags are needed. 
Town Veterans Day and 70th Anniversary Celebration – Sponsor Today! 
You're invited to a very special occasion as we honor our nation’s veterans and celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the 
Town of Longboat Key! Join us on Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. at Town Center Green for an afternoon 
of celebration, recognition, and community spirit. Stay tuned for exciting event details, activities, and surprises - we 
promise it’s an event you won’t want to miss! Save the date now. Interested in sponsoring? Contact 
scobb@longboatkey.org or call 941-316-1999 ext. 1212.  
Utilities Undergrounding Project 
All electrical work is complete! In addition, Wilco has installed all new backlit street name signs, and nearly all of them 
are activated. Upon completion of permitting, Wilco will begin installing new light poles along the multi-use trail on the 
east side of Gulf of Mexico Drive.  A construction schedule is being developed for when permitting through FDOT is 
complete. 
FY26 Budget: Priorities, Planning & Progress  
After holding several budget workshops and a strategic planning session, the FY 2025-2026 budget that begins on 
October 1st received it’s initial approval from the Town Commission on June 27th.  Properties on the island have been 
receiving their TRIM notices this past week that share what the proposed taxes are for all of the taxing authorities in 
our area.  The Town’s property tax rate (or millage) was held constant, which was lower than the rollback rate would 
have been.  The Town Commission will consider final approval of the proposed budget at two public hearings with the 
first on Sept. 8th and the second on Sept. 22nd, both starting at 5:00 p.m. 
Sea Turtle Nesting Season Underway  
Beachfront lights now glow red or yellow to protect nesting and hatching turtles. Dogs are not allowed on Longboat Key 
beaches - only leashed, trained service animals are permitted. (note: therapy and emotional support animals are not 
included under this exception).  Even well-behaved pets can disturb wildlife and disrupt nesting. Please remove beach 
furniture, fill holes, and leave only your footprints. Learn more at www.longboatkey.org. 
The Gulf of Mexico Drive, Country Club Shores Turn Lane Project - Construction continues to progress in 
accordance with the project schedule. All excavation and replacement of limerock in the drainage vault location has 
been completed. Paving work commenced on August 22, 2025. All grading work is to be completed in the week of 
8/25/2025. 
Upcoming Public Meetings & Events 
• September 1, 2025 – Labor Day - Town Offices Closed 
• September 8, 2025 – 1:00 PM – Town Commission Regular Meeting 
• September 8, 2025 – 5:01 PM – Town Commission Special Meeting (Budget) 
• September 16, 2025 – 3:00 PM – Let’s Talk Longboat at Bayfront Park 
• September 22, 2025 – 1:00 PM - Town Commission Regular Workshop 
• September 22, 2025 – 5:01 PM - Town Commission Special Meeting (Budget) 
Fun Fact: Longboat Key has already broken its sea turtle nesting record! As of August 3, experts have documented 
1,460 nests on the island - surpassing the 2019 record, and the season isn’t even over yet! 
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