MEMORANDUM

TO: Howard Tipton, Town Manager

FROM: Jessie Camburn, Public Works Utilities Manager
REPORT DATE: November 3, 2025

MEETING DATE: December 8, 2025

SUBJECT: Ordinance 2025-11, Amending Town Code, Chapter 51
Background

The Town of Longboat Key’s current water and sewer fees were established in 2017
through Ordinance 2017-06. The fees no longer reflect the current costs, due to
inflation and other economic pressures. The proposed adjustments aim to ensure the
long-term financial sustainability of the Town’s water and sewer services, protect the
infrastructure, and meet new regulatory requirements.

The proposed amendments to Town Code Chapter 51, Charges, Rates, and Billing,
would remove the water and sewer fee schedules from the Town Code and establish
updated fees through the adoption of a fee resolution. There are currently no sewer
fees to amend, however, the fees currently stated in the Town Code will be removed
and added to the proposed Fee Resolution. A fee resolution would be considered by
the Town Commission at its Regular Meeting on January 12, 2026, should the
Commission pass Ordinance 2025-11 on first reading.

By removing the fee schedules from the Town Code, Staff will be able to propose
future adjustments through resolution, following a duly noticed public hearing, thereby
ensuring that fees remain aligned and consistent with current operational and service
costs.

The proposed fees only cover actual costs associated with these items; they are not
designed as a revenue source for the Town. The proposed fee adjustments include
an increase for after-hours water service turn-on from $115.00 to $285.00, and for
delinquent turn-off/turn-on from $75.00 to $95.00. There will also be a standard fee of
$190.00 for landscaping or vegetation removal to access utility assets, and a new
$95.00 fee to remove a water meter.

To comply with Florida Fire Prevention Code requirements of having a backflow
device on a fire hydrant meter, the hydrant meter deposit will increase from $350.00
plus water deposit to $3,894.00 plus water deposit.

New water meter and connection fees will be established based on actual costs, with
a $3,500.00 deposit if directional drilling or asphalt repair is necessary.

Additionally, scrivener errors and corrections to capitalization and grammar are
included in the amendments to the Chapter.

Staff Recommendation
Forward Ordinance 2025-11 to the January 12, 2026, Town Commission Regular
Meeting for second reading and public hearing.

Attachments (Available in the Town Clerk’s Office)
A. Ordinance 2025-11
B. Business Impact Estimate
C. PowerPoint Presentation
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