MEMORANDUM

TO: Town Commission
FROM: Howard Tipton, Town Manager
REPORT DATE: November 3, 2025
MEETING DATE: December 8, 2025

SUBJECT: Resolution 2025-32, Electing to Use the Uniform Method of
Collecting Non-Ad Valorem Special Assessments for Canal
Navigation Maintenance Services and Improvements

Background

Resolution 2025-32 expresses the Town’s intention to use the tax bill collection method
for the canal navigation maintenance service and improvement assessments,
commencing with the property tax bill mailed in November 2026. The resolution does not
impose any assessments or obligate the Town to impose assessments. Resolution 2025-
32 simply provides a mechanism to collect any future imposed assessments by use of
the tax bill. This resolution is required to be filed by December 31, 2025, to meet the
requirements for the November 2026, Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (FY2027 revenue) tax bills.

Resolution 2025-32 supersedes Resolution 2024-24, which was not implemented due to
the postponement of the assessment to FY2027 by the Town Commission. Following
multiple meetings and workshops, the resolution reflects Staff's continued development
of a fair and equitable method to fund necessary canal navigation maintenance and
dredging on a Town-wide basis. The resolution demonstrates that it is in the best interest
of the community to move forward with the establishment of a comprehensive Canal
Navigation Maintenance Program to preserve navigability, protect property values, and
enhance the environmental health of the Town’s waterways.

Once adopted, Resolution 2025-32 will be supplied to the Florida Department of
Revenue, the Manatee County Property Appraiser, the Manatee County Tax Collector,
the Sarasota County Property Appraiser, and the Sarasota County Tax Collector for the
purpose of complying with the statutory requirements that the Town may levy non-ad
valorem assessments and use the uniform method of collection.

Next Steps

Continue public outreach meetings over the coming months, followed by an Initial
Assessment Resolution in Spring 2026, including a public hearing to formally impose the
assessments.

Staff Recommendation
Following the public hearing, pass Resolution 2025-32.

Attachment (Available in the Town Clerk’s Office)
Resolution 2025-32
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