CONTACT: Howard Tipton
Town Manager

Email: htipton@longboatkey.org
Phone: 941-316-1999

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 3, 2025

Night Work for TECO Emergency Gas Main Project to Support Sarasota Bay
Dredging

Longboat Key, FL — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has scheduled dredging operations in
Sarasota Bay that intersect with an existing TECO gas main serving Longboat Key. To prevent
potential service disruptions and enhance system resiliency, TECO has initiated an emergency
project to install a new gas main to the island.

TECO has retained MEARS Construction to complete the installation using horizontal directional
drilling beneath Sarasota Bay. All required permits for the project have been secured.

TECO, MEARS Construction, and the Town of Longboat Key have collaborated to minimize impacts
to residents and visitors. Night work has been approved to reduce traffic disruption and will take
place from December 3 - 20, 2025, and January 5 - 31, 2026. The majority of work will occur at the
southern end of Gulf of Mexico Drive on the northbound right-of-way, with temporary traffic shifts in
effect nightly from 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. to ensure public and worker safety.

The project will be completed in several stages:

« Preparation (approximately 7 days): Staging and welding of piping for the directional bore,
followed by inspection of weld joints.

o Coating and Placement (approximately 3 days): Coating of welded joints, inspection, and
positioning of pipe on rollers for installation.

o Bore and Installation (approximately 3 days): Excavation of the entry pit, directional bore
under Sarasota Bay, and installation of connected piping toward Sarasota.

The Town of Longboat Key will continue to coordinate closely with TECO and MEARS Construction
and will provide timely updates throughout the project.
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