
M E M O R A N D U M  

TO: Howard Tipton, Town Manager 

FROM: Charles Mopps, Public Works Director 

REPORT DATE: December 5, 2025 

MEETING DATE: January 12, 2026 

SUBJECT: Approval of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Project Priorities 

Background 
The Sarasota-Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) requires each 
member jurisdiction to adopt its priority list of Transportation and Mobility project priorities 
for MPO funding and submit/update applications related to each of those projects on an 
annual basis. Below is the current list of ongoing project priorities requesting funding, or 
current funding to be maintained, along Gulf of Mexico Drive (GMD/SR 789) within the 
Town’s jurisdiction: 

• GMD at Broadway Street Roundabout (Florida Department of Transportation 
{FDOT} Project Letting August 2026) 

• GMD Context Sensitive Design (formerly known as Complete Streets) 
• GMD SUN (Shared-Use Non-motorized) Trail Multi-Use Path along GMD (East 

side) 
• GMD at Longboat Club Road Roundabout. 

The first project, GMD (SR 789) at Broadway Street Roundabout, is currently in Phase IV 
design and permitting by Kimley-Horn Associates, Inc. The management of this project 
was taken over by FDOT in July 2025. The other projects are already in the MPO 2050 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). 
With respect to GMD (SR 789) at Broadway Street Roundabout, FDOT and MPO have 
funding locked in for FY 2026-2030 for construction of the whole project, and funding is 
indicated in the FDOT five (5) year work program and MPO 2050 LRTP. The total 
construction cost, including Construction Engineering Inspection (CEI), is estimated to be 
around $6 million. 
The next step for the GMD (SR 789) Context Sensitive Design Project is to develop a 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) analysis for the full 10 miles. The Town’s 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) has just over $600,000 identified for the PD&E 
analysis in FY2026. A Request for Proposals (RFP) will be prepared by the Town this 
fiscal year to solicit qualified engineering firms that can perform this work. The MPO has 
funding identified for the design of this project in the 2031-2050 timeframe, as shown in 
the 2050 LRTP. 
The Shared-Use Non-motorized (SUN) Trail project has been separated from the Context 
Sensitive Design Project as a standalone project. This is because the 2050 LRTP has 
identified PD&E, Design, and Right of Way (ROW) acquisition to be funded from 2031-
2035. Construction has been identified as fully funded in the 2050 LRTP from 2036-2040. 
The Town also continues to apply for SUN Trail-specific grant funding through the MPO. 
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The Longboat Club Roundabout project development work has not been initiated. This is 
a recommendation of the Barrier Island Traffic Study (BITS) and the Gulf of Mexico Drive 
Complete Streets Corridor Plan. The MPO has funding identified in the 2050 LRTP from 
2031-2050. The Town’s CIP has no funding identified for this project. 
Staff recommends that the Town Commission approve the ongoing priorities list for 
submittal to the MPO. As mentioned, all four projects are identified in the MPO 2050 LRTP 
that was approved by the MPO Board on October 20, 2025. This annual exercise is simply 
to confirm the projects and maintain the Town’s place and funding in the MPO 2050 LRTP. 

Next Steps 
The Town will submit the Town Commission-approved project priorities to the MPO. 

Staff Recommendation 
Approve the MPO project priorities list. 

Attachments (Available in Town Clerk’s Office) 
PowerPoint Presentation 



End of Agenda Item 
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