2020 Citizen Survey Responses

e

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY FAQ's

¢ Village Parking

In response to safety and parking impact concerns, the Town Commission made a number of
changes over the past two seasons including: reducing the speed limit on Broadway St. to 20 mph,
eliminating overnight parking, increasing set back distances from intersections and driveways, and
reducing parking areas on certain narrow streets. Ongoing enforcement, monitoring and evaluation,
as well as additional off-site parking options for restaurants will guide future considerations.

e Too Many Signs on Gulf of Mexico Drive (GMD)

GMD is a State Road (SR789). The Town reviewed signage on GMD with the Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) in 2011 and reduced the number of signs along the roadway. If there are
specific signs that are a concern the Town can review those with the FDOT. We are working with
both Counties on a single unified transit solution, if successful, we can likely remove some of the
existing transit signs. Once the Town-wide Undergrounding Project is complete.

e Public Transit

SCAT Service changes are currently in progress and moving towards an “on-demand” service for
Longboat Key. Town coordinating with Sarasota and Manatee County for consistent and
reliable service delivery that does not require 24-hour advance reservation. Goal is one unified,
relevant, reliable service.

e Red Blinkers on GMD at Pedestrian Crossings

The type of pedestrian crossing on GMD is determined by the FDOT based on certain criteria. We
have been advised that the current combination of pedestrian and traffic volumes do not warrant
the red-light flashing lights. These red-light flashing lights are often referred to as HAWK Signals,
and can installed based on FDOT warrants, criteria and approval. These warrants are driven by
high pedestrian and traffic volumes, and/or pedestrian fatality rates. If approved, the FDOT would
need to develop cost, locations and programming in FDOT 5-year Work Program.

e Explain Recycling Program

The Town utilizes the services of Waste Management to collect recyclables, household and yard
waste. Recycling is currently picked up once a week at residential properties. Recycling is
mandatory within the community and is highly encouraged as outlined in Town Code Section 95.42.
Additional information is available on the Town’s website at www.longboatkey.org.

e Water / Sewer Expenses

Our current rates are very low, one of the lowest in the region. Future rate increases are being
evaluated to support the ongoing capital, operation, and maintenance expenses of Town water
distribution and wastewater collection systems. Those rate proposals will be vetted by the Town
Commission as part of the annual budget process. Longboat Key’s combined water and wastewater
monthly service charge for a single-family residential customer using 10,000 gallons is $104.54.
The average for our region is $160.46.

e Request for Dog Beach
Dogs are not allowed on the beaches per Town Code Section 92.04. Residents and visitors can
utilize the Dog Park at Bayfront Park or walk their dogs on leashes in Durante Park.
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e Street Flooding / Street Repair / Long-term Plans

Comprehensive Adaptation Plan Study underway. Town will be monitoring actual tide level
increases over time to ensure correct baseline is used for planning. Town has taken actions to
address flooding on a short-term basis providing some relief to low lying areas such as Sleepy
Lagoon and the Village.

e Code Enforcement

Town Codes are enforced consistently with fairness and impartiality. Short-term rentals, unlicensed
contractors, and unpermitted construction work remain important issues within the Town. Citizens
are encouraged to assist in meeting legal thresholds needed to demonstrate violations have
occurred by notifying the Town of suspected violations. Complaints may be submitted anonymously
via an online Complaint Form or by calling (941) 316-1966.

e Manatee County millage is higher than Sarasota County (are assessments comparable?)
Each County is a bit unique on how they fund their government operations. Some counties rely
more on property taxes and others apply more specific assessments to the property owners that
tend to offset the amount of property tax levied. The overall tax base can impact the tax rate to
maintain each County’s levels of services. Each County also has its own independently elected
Property Appraisers that annual assess all the properties in their County. The general methodology
is the same and it is difficult to quantify, but there may be some minor differences by County.

e Lower cost dining options

As a Town Government we do not decide what type of retail businesses may invest and operate on
the island. We do control where commercial entities can operate through our land and zoning
regulations. We do offer assistance through our Planning, Zoning, and Building Department to any
business that is operating or considering operating on the island to help work with them through our
current regulations.

e Requests for Social Media Training

The Town has several social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. You can
follow the postings on those individual platforms whether you are a member or not on our website.
In the future the Town plans to host an open house for our residents to learn more about the
benefits and use of the Town’s social media accounts.

e Location of Quick Point Park

At the very South end of the island, East of Gulf of Mexico Drive (GMD), residents and visitors can
enjoy Quick Point Nature Preserve. Patrons can park at Overlook Park on the West side of GMD at
the bridge or in the small parking area on near the Town entry sign on the East side of GMD to
access the park on foot. The Town has an informational brochure for interested individuals and
additional information on the Town’s website at www.longboatkey.org.

e Permitting

The safety of the Town’s citizens, visitors and the long-term resiliency of buildings and structures
where we live, work and play are among the Town’s most important responsibilities. The Town
implements a Statewide Building Code via professional licensed staff in the review, permitting and
inspections of electrical, mechanical, plumbing and building work performed on the island. In
addition, the Town implements National flood and wind management standards that protect both life
and property during natural disasters that impact our barrier island. The Town recognizes not only
the importance of people’s safety, but timeliness in getting construction done. Answers to questions
about process, timing, and why, life-safety reviews and inspections are required can be found on
the Town’s website or by calling (941) 316-1966.


https://www.longboatkey.org/home/showdocument?id=140
https://www.longboatkey.org/town-government/departments/planning-zoning-building/building-division/online-permitting
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